
 

interesting. The 
family dynamic is 
the major back-
drop of the story 
and keeps the 
story exciting. 
Seeing the story 
develop had me 
quickly turning 
pages until the 
end. The dialogue 
is perfect for the 
time frame. The 
background sup-
port is wonderful, 
and a twist of the 
plot at the end is 
great. As a first 

book I am wholly im-
pressed by Ms. Goodwin 
and look forward to the 
next two of the series.» 
 
To read more, go to http://
www.coffeetimeromance.com/
BookReviews/
Dancewithdeception.html  

Thank you so much to 
Anya Khan for giving 

Dance With Deception  
Five Cups!  

The following is an ex-
cerpt:  
 
ºDance with Decep-
tion is a lush and en-
dearing romance that 
hooked me at the 
beginning. The lead 
characters have just 
what they need to 
stay fresh and the plot 
has enough twist and 
turns to keep readers 
enthralled. I really en-
joyed the reactions to 
catching one in a lie. The 
hurt feeling and grudge -
holding make the charac-

ters seem very real. That 
true love aspect of the 
story is as touchingly 
romantic as  thing have 
read recently. While not 
an overtly sexual book, 
in my opinion, the ro-
mance scenes are quite 

You can order your very own copies at Amazon.com, Barnesandnoble.com, Bigger-

books.com, Chapters.indigo.ca, and Target.com and receive your copies within days! 

Can«t Wait?   

Go to Allromanceebooks.com or Fictionwise.com and buy your own eBook today! 

D A N C E  W I T H  D E C E P T I O N  R e c e i v e s   

F i v e  C u p s  

F r o m  C o f f e e  T i m e  R o m a n c e !   

B R E A K I N G  

N E W S : 

Dance With De-

ception receives 5 

CUPS from Coffee 

Time Romance! 

TracyGoodwin.net 

Interview with 

Jenna Petersen  

Future  Author 

Interviews preview 

Dance With De-

ception book 

launch reminder! 

 
  

You«re invited to the  

Dance With Deception 

Book launch! 
 

When? Saturday, De-

cember 8th at 2:00pm 
 

Where? Barnes and 

Noble at the Deer-

brook Mall in Humble, 

TX 

 

I hope to see you 

there! 
 

Tracy  

D a n c e  W i t h  D e c e p t i o n  i s  n o w  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  I m m e d i a t e  D e l i v e r y !  

 

tracy@tracygoodwin.net 
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 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  J e n n a  P e t e r s e n   

( J e s s  M i c h a e l s )  

 

1. Tell us about your work.  

I write under two names. As Jenna Petersen I write historical romances set in the Regency period for Avon Books. 

My latest release was SEDUCTION IS FOREVER, which was the third and final book in my ñLady Spiesò series, 

which was a bit of Charlieôs Angels in Empire Waists. I also write erotic historical romance, also set in the Regency, 

for Avon Red as Jess Michaels. My latest release was EVERYTHING FORBIDDEN, which is the story of a seem-

ingly innocent young lady, her libertine neighbor and the bargain they make to keep her family from financial ruin. :) 

Both are available everywhere now. You can read descriptions and excerpts from my books at 

http://www.jennapetersen.com  

 

2. Please describe your writing routine.  

When Iôm really writing, I have a pretty strict routine. I write a minimum of 10-12 pages a day, five days a week. I try 

to sit with my bottom in the chair until I get that page count (with breaks for lunch or occasional email). If I finish by 

11am, Iôm free to play. If I donôt finish until 10pm, Iôll be sitting all day. This allows me to finish the first draft of a 

100,000 word book in 6-8 weeks. Then a month or so for editing. I find my work is much better when I really just hit it 

hard and try to pour it out quickly. 

 

3. You sold your first novel in 1999?  How has the market evolved?   

Actually, I started writing in 1999, I didnôt sell until 2003 for my Jess Michaels work and 2004 as Jenna Petersen. But 

over the almost decade Iôve been writing I think Iôve learned that the market stays the same in some ways. Some-

thing is always ódeadô (seems like historical most of the time, lucky me). Something is always hot (contemporary, 

then chick lit and now paranormal have been the main cycles during my tenure). Honestly, if you write the books that 

make you excited and happy, the market seems to come back around. Go historical!! 

 

4. How has your writing evolved since your first published novel?  What recommendations can 

you give those of us wishing to improve our craft?  

Well, Iôm still pretty new to my published career, so Iôm not sure there are major differences yet, but I do hope I keep 

improving from book to book. Iôve gotten much more comfortable in my process, for sure. And working with my editor 

at Avon, May Chen, has been a wonderful experience for me professionally. She catches me on things every single 

time, whether itôs strengthening motivation or noticing where I pulled a punch in the plot or making sure a character 

is just right. If my writing has improved, itôs really due in great part to her guidance. Iôve been very lucky in that re-

gard. 

 

5. Do you actively market your books?  If so, what marketing tools do you recommend?  What 

tools wouldnôt you suggest? 

I think authors, especially new authors, MUST market their books to survive. At the very least, you have to have a 

good website and keep the content updated on a monthly basis. I would say thatôs the bare minimum. Otherwise, it 

really comes down to the promotional activities that you can afford and that are the most comfortable to you. If you 

like speaking, you might want to do conference appearances. If you have a lot to say, maybe a blog tour.  

 

Things to avoid, Iôd just be very aware of how much youôre paying versus how much youôll get out of it. If you spend 

$4000 on something and youôre only going to reach 200 people, that is not cost effective. I tend to do more things 

that take time rather than money, but if you donôt have time to spare, you may not be able to do that. Promotion 

seems like itôs as personal as writing in some ways.  

 

6. How do you silence your inner critic?  

http://www.jennapetersen.com


 

I killed my inner critic long ago. No, no. Actually I donôt let my inner critic talk at all until I have a first draft. Iôve just 

allowed myself to write crappy first drafts. THEN I unleash my critic. You see, Iôve found that if I edit as I go, I tend to 

edit the life out of the manuscript. So I just donôt let that happen. The first draft is for ME. 

 

7. Have you ever received a bad review?   If so, how did you overcome it?  

Oh yes. I donôt know of any author who hasnôt had at least one bad review with every book. Itôs not fun, I wonôt lie. 

But the thing is that the reader has every right to hate the book and tell people about it. But that doesnôt mean theyôre 

right. Just right for them. Someone else will love the book. You canôt get wrapped up too much in either one. Iôm still 

working on that. Itôs my constant struggle not to put too much weight into what other people think. 

 

8. What is the best advice youôve ever received?  And what is the worst? 

I think Jennifer Crusie gave me the best advice, which was to write ñhead downò (write a crappy first draft, essen-

tially). Iôve stuck with that ever since and itôs been fabulous. The worst advice came from a published author who I 

thought was a friend. Before I was published, I was talking to her about it and she told me Iôd never be published 

anyway, so I might as well give up. Sheôd never read a word of anything Iôd ever written. So weôre not friends any-

more. 

 

9. What is the harshest criticism youôve ever received? 

Well, like I said, I pretty much just try to keep the negativity out of my life. I listen to my agent and my editor and a 

couple of trusted friends, but once the book is out, I just have to let it go. Someoneôs opinion of it is basically just 

that. Someoneôs opinion. If I seek out the negativity, it sucks me under like a rip tide. 

 

10. How do you tackle writerôs block? 

I donôt actually believe in writerôs block. I sit down and if the writing is hard, I just keep doing it until it gets easier. 

Most of the time within a page or two it starts flowing again. If not, then I evaluate where it started getting hard. It 

might be I took a wrong turn. I fix that and then itôs okay again. But itôs too easy to just get into the ówriterôs blockô 

mentality and let it crush your creativity or use it as a crutch for why youôre not working. 

 

11. What advice can you offer people who seek long, successful careers in publishing?  

LOL, I donôt know. My career has been not that long and only mildly successful so far. Ask me in ten years or twenty 

if Iôm still around.  

 

12. Do you have any advice for authors desiring to be printed by large publishing houses?  How 

does one get their foot in the door?  

Write a good book and submit it. Honestly, thatôs the only way to break in. Keep writing and keep submitting. If you 

can get an agent who is GOOD, get one. Bad is worse than none, though. 

 

13. This question is close to my own heart é what advice can you offer those of us seeking repre-

sentation by an agent?  

Do your research very carefully. Like I said, bad is worse than none. Be sure you know what you want from an agent 

before you query and see what kind of careers authors in their stable have. Once you have an offer, ask lots of 

questions to be sure itôs a good match. And once you hire someone, make sure you communicate and re-evaluate 

your relationship from time to time. Donôt be a pest, but donôt be afraid to ask for what you want. And if it stops work-

I n t e r v i e w  W i t h  J e n n a  P e t e r s e n

( C o n t i n u e d )  



 
ing and you canôt fix it through good communicationé for heavenôs sake, part ways. Donôt stay in a bad marriage for the 

kids. LOL 

 

14. What inspires you?  

The love of writing really inspires me more than anything. This businessé sucks sometimes. Thatôs one of the things no 

one tells you. You are constantly under the microscope and there is always bad news for every time there is good. You 

spend your life wondering if youôll get another contract. BUT, if at the end of the day you can sit down and love to write, 

that is your escape. The writing is what matters in the end, not because it only takes a good book (because I think 

thereôs more to it), but because it will keep you sane. 

 

15. Which comes first for you é the character or the plot? 

I am of the belief that character IS plot. Once I know my characters, I know their motivations and what they will do in 

every scenario. Also why they will have conflict. And voila. Plot. I do extensive character worksheets before I write a 

word. You can find them at http://www.passionatepen.com in the Articles for Writers section. 

 

16. Do you ever suffer from writerôs block?  If so, how do you conquer it? 

See my writerôs block answer above. LOL. 

 

17. The Passionate Pen is a truly wonderful resource!  Explain what inspired you to create such an 

invaluable industry tool for published and unpublished authors alike.  

Thanks so much. When I finished my first book in 1999 ( a monstrosityô we shall not speak of), I wanted to submit it, but I 

couldnôt find any kind of clearinghouse to find publishers and their guidelines. I started compiling hundreds of links and 

realized that if I wanted this, someone else might, too. PP was born. 

Over the years, it has grown to include agent info and an agent list, articles for writers, links and my diary of my journey 

toward and beyond publication. It didnôt occur to me until about three years ago that the site was also a platform for me if 

I were ever to publish. So thatôs just a nice bonus. I really love helping other authors.  

 

18. Do you have any online workshops coming up?  

Actually, no. I just finished an intensive two month booktour to publicize my October and November releases, SEDUC-

TION IS FOREVER and EVERYTHING FORBIDDEN. Iôve been all over and teaching online and in person classes. So 

Iôm pretty much done for a while. But you can always find my latest schedule at http://www.passionatepen.com. Click My 

Events. 

 

19. For those who are interested in your past workshops, is there a way that we can learn more?  Do you ever 

consider one -on-one tutoring?  

I donôt do one-on-one tutoring because it would just be too time consuming, but if youôre a member of a writerôs group or 

RWA Chapter that would like to hear me give a speech or have it delivered online as a workshop, my schedule for 2008 

is very wide open. You can contact me through either jennapetersen.com or passionatepen.com for more details. I list 

my current workshops at http://www.passionatepen.com . Click My Workshops. 

 

20. Explain your Buy a Historical program.  What a great idea!  How did it come to fruition?  Is it too late to add a 

title to Novemberôs list (like one from me, a debut Author with a novel coming out this month)? 

Well, as I said earlier, historical romance has been ódeadô since before I started writing it. Seems like thatôs just been the 

drum beat. Itôs starting to come back now. But the thing is that publishers decide to buy books based on what books 

have done well. So if lots of historicals do well, especially historicals by new authors, then the publishers buy more his-

toricals and buy more from new authors. So I started listing the monthly releases in the hopes that it would encourage 
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readers to actually buy historicals and buy new, sending a message to publishers.  To be listed, you have to have a print 

release and it has to be available via Amazon. I get my list from Romantic Times ñComing Soonò section in the back of 

each magazine, so mostly I list major publishers (again because theyôre the ones who base their buying on what is sell-

ing most). But I will list smaller presses if the authors contact me with their name, title, an Amazon link and let me know 

that the title is in print. 

 

21. I just did my very first print interview and was quite intimidated at first.  What suggestions can you offer in 

regards to successful interviews?  

I love doing interviews. When Avon Red launched, I got onto the interview circuit and did ones with the New York Daily News, Balti-

more Herald, etc. It was great fun. I find that if I take a few notes on what is asked regularly, then the phone call goes more smoothly. 

Smile when you talk, donôt apologize for writing romance. And donôt expect them to spin what you say positively. Many want to write 

about óromance is smutô and they½ll twist your words to fit that no matter what. But no press is bad press.  

 

Thank you, Jenna Petersen, for a wonderful interview!  Her websites are full of fabulous information so check 

her out at www.jennapetersen.com and www.passionatepen.com.  

In addition to Jenna, thank you to each of the other talented authors that volunteered to be 
interviewed for my TracyGoodwin.net Newsletter !   

 
There was such an overwhelming response that I will be highlighting one interview per month 
throughout the holidays then, starting in February, I½ll showcase two authors per month.     

 
Upcoming Tracy Goodwin.net Newsletter interviews:  

 
Ciara Gold¹December 2007 issue  

Diana Holquist ¹January 2008 issue  
Debra Mullins ¹February 2008 issue  

 
 

Coming Soon:  
 

Karla Brandenburg ¤ Jeanne Bruce ¤ Jannine Corti Petska ¤ Leigh Court ¤ Saralee Etter ¤ Ryshia 
Kennie ¤ Keena Kincaid ¤ Kat Michaels ¤ June Shaw ¤ Beth Szabo ¤ Sara Thacker 

 
More announcements to follow ! 
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Want to learn more about me?  

 
Take a look at my very first interview with Night Owl Romance!   Go to:  

http://www.nightowlromance.com/nightowlromance/interviews/tracygoodwin.asp  
 

Iôll see you soon! 
 

Tracy 


